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Meeting #5 

 
     Lyndhurst, NJ 
     April 14, 2014 

 
The Lyndhurst Board of Education held a Regular meeting on April 14, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Call to Order 
 
President Christopher Musto called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and requested all those 
present to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Roll Call 

 
 
The following Board members answered roll call:  (8) Joseph Abruscato, Susan Alcuri, Thomas 
DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Sheri Jarvis, Josephine Malaniak, Ronald Szwec and Christopher Musto.  
 
 Absent:  Stephen Vendola 
 
Also present: Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent, Nicholas Coffaro, Assistant Superintendent and 
David DiPisa, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary. 
 

Open  Public Meeting Act 
 

President Musto announced that adequate notice of this meeting was provided, in writing, to each 
Board member, The Herald and News, The Record, The Observer, The South Bergenite, the 
Township Clerk, and posted in the lobby of the Town Hall and the Board Office. 
 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Motion by Thomas DiMascio second by Ronald Grillo that the Lyndhurst Board of Education 
approve the minutes of Meeting #4, March 10, 2014 . 
 
Roll Call For: 
The following Board members answered roll call:  (7) Thomas DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Josephine 
Malaniak, Joseph Abruscato, Christopher Musto, Susan Alcuri and Ronald Szwec. 
 
Abstain: (1) Sheri Jarvis 
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
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Presentation of Certificates 

 
Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent presented the following certificates: 
 Bowling Team for winning State, County & League Championship 
NJIC Liberty Division Coach of Year – Sean Frew (Swimming) & Brianna Balkin (Bowling) 
American Legion Coloring Contest – Gianna Alberti  & Joshua Makar 
Theresa Brennen – Teacher at Jefferson School for administering Heimlich Maneuver on a 
student. 
 
Public Comment  
 
Agenda 
None 
 

LYNDHURST BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
The terms of School Trustees, Josephine Malaniak, Christopher Musto and Stephen Vendola will 
expire, thus three seats, all for three years, will be filled at the Tuesday, November 4, 2014 
General Election. Polls will be open from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
A candidate whose name is to appear on the ballot must file his/her petition with the Bergen 
County Clerk on or before July 28, 2014, by 4:00 p.m. 
 
Only those persons who are permanently registered or those who register with the Bergen County 
Board of Elections, Hackensack, or the Lyndhurst Township Clerk by October 14, 2014 will be 
permitted to vote. 
 
All judges to open the school elections at 6:00 a.m., Tuesday, November 4, 2014 at: 
 
       District                                            School  
 

1 Jefferson School     
2 Jefferson School 
3 Senior Citizen Building 
4 United Presbyterian Church 
5 United Presbyterian Church 
6 Lyndhurst High School 
7 Lyndhurst High School 
8 Lyndhurst Health Center 
9 Jefferson School 
10 Jefferson School 
11 Joseph Carucci Apartments 
12 Joseph Carucci Apartments 
13 Lyndhurst High School 
14 Lyndhurst High School 
15 Lyndhurst High School 
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Finance Committee 

 
Any Board member who takes exception to any of the following listed actions under the category of 
Finance may so indicate now and a separate motion for each of the excepted actions will be 
entertained. 
 
Motion made by Thomas DiMascio second by Ronald Grillo that the following Finance actions of 
the Board numbered 1 through 3, 5-7 exception actions be adopted. 
 
Roll Call For:  (8)  Joseph Abruscato, Thomas DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Sheri Jarvis, Josephine 
Malaniak, Ronald Szwec, Christopher Musto & Susan Alcuri. 
 
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
 
1. BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lyndhurst Board of Education that it has received and accepts 

the financial reports of the Secretary and Treasurer of School Monies for the month ended 
March 31, 2014 and certifies that the reports indicate that no major account or fund is over 
expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23-2.11(a) and that sufficient funds are available to meet 
the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the school year.  A copy of the 
certification shall be included in the minutes.   

 
2. BE IT RESOLVED, that the payroll for the month ended March 31, 2014 be and the same is 

hereby approved and ordered paid:   
 

Payroll   $  2,017,342.57  
 
3. BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached list of supplies received and services rendered to the 

Board of Education of the Township of Lyndhurst, County of Bergen, for the month ended 
April 14, 2014 be and the same are hereby approved and ordered paid:  

  
  Charter School (Fund 10)  $         9,488.00        

Current Expense (Fund 11) $  1,671,825.89              
Special Revenue (Fund 20) $         9,241.00 
Debt Service (Fund 40)  $     167,358.75            
        
Total     $  1,857,913.64  
         
         
General Ledger   $     176,419.07       

 
5. BE IT RESOLVED, that cafeteria services rendered to the Board of Education of the 

township of Lyndhurst, County of Bergen, for the Month of March 2014, be and the same 
are hereby approved and ordered paid:      

 
  Payroll/Payroll Taxes  $ 27,034.96              
  Services    $ 33,705.23  
  Repairs    $ 11,638.84 
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6. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education authorize the School Business 

Administrator to invest school district funds within statutory limitations. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve the district’s 

participation in the Bergen County Banking Consortium (BCBANC) from July 1, 2014 
through June 30, 2015 and authorize the School Business Administrator to serve as a 
trustee. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education designate Investors 

Bank and TD Bank as the banks for deposits and withdrawals for the General Account, 
Agency Remittance Account, Payroll Account, Athletic Account, Lyndhurst High School 
Account, Lyndhurst Elementary Schools Account, Lyndhurst Project Graduation Account, 
Lyndhurst Cafeteria Account, Summer Payment Plan Account, Fred O. & Theresa Taub 
Scholarship Fund Account. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve the 

designated signatures on the above accounts. 
 
    
7. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education does hereby approve an 

agreement with the South Bergen Jointure Commission, an approved Coordinated 
Transportation Service Agency, for the purposes of transporting students in accordance with 
Chapter 53, P.L. 1997 for the time period of July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.      The services 
to be provided include, but are not limited to, the Coordinated  
Transportation of non-public, out-of-district special education, vocational and summer 
programs. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education agrees to abide by the 

Transportation Services Agreement as published by the South Bergen Jointure Commission 
and attached. 

 
---------SEPARATE VOTE------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Motion by Thomas DiMascio second by Ronald Grillo 
 
4. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Township of Lyndhurst, County of 

Bergen, approve the services for Jarvis Plumbing and Heating through April 14, 2014 in the 
amount of $ 2,991.00.                   

 
Roll Call For: (7) Thomas DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Josephine Malaniak, Joseph Abruscato, 
Christopher Musto, Susan Alcuri and Ronald Szwec. 
 
Abstain: (1) Sheri Jarvis 
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
 
----------SEPARATE VOTE----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Education & Curriculum Committee 
 

Any Board member who takes exception to any of the following listed actions under the category of 
Education & Curriculum Committee may so indicate now and a separate motion for each of the 
excepted actions will be entertained. 
 
Motion made by Josephine Malaniak second by Thomas DiMascio that the following Education & 
Curriculum Committee actions of the Board numbered 1 through 2 exception actions be adopted. 
 
Roll Call For:  (8)  Joseph Abruscato, Susan Alcuri, Thomas DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Sheri Jarvis, 
Josephine Malaniak, Ronald Szwec and Christopher Musto . 
 
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
 
1. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve offering Algebra I to all 

level 100 eighth grade students. 
 
2. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve continuing the Math in 

Focus roll out to include Grades 6, 7 and Grade 8 Level 200 students. 
 
 

Rules & Regulations Committee 
 

Any Board member who takes exception to any of the following listed actions under the category of 
Rules & Regulations Committee may so indicate now and a separate motion for each of the 
excepted actions will be entertained. 
 
Motion made by Joseph Abruscato second by Thomas DiMascio that the following Rules and 
Regulations Committee actions of the Board numbered 1 exception actions be adopted. 
 
Roll Call For:  (8)  Joseph Abruscato, Susan Alcuri, Thomas DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Sheri Jarvis, 
Josephine Malaniak, Ronald Szwec and Christopher Musto. 
 
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
 
1. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve the following use of 
 school facilities: 
 
 
 Organization    Place   Time, Date, Purpose 
 
 Recreation Boys Basketball High School  Sat. & Sun. 12:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
      Gym   Mon. – Fri.   7:30 pm – 9:30 pm 
         3/1- 3/14/14 
         Basketball Games & Practice 
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 Lyndhurst Pool/Sparking Svcs. High School  6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 3/18/14 
         4:30 – 6:45 pm. 4/12/14 
         Lifeguard Class Instruction 
 
 Sacred Heart School  High School  6:30 pm. – 8:00 p.m. 
      Track & Field  3/26 – 6/14/14 
         Track Team 
 
 Lyndhurst Parks   High School  7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
      Field    Mon. – Fri 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
         Sat. – 1:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
         April – June 2014 
         Softball, Baseball & T-Ball 
 
 NJ Hurricanes   Matera Field  8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
         4/2/14 
         Baseball Practice  
 
 Project Graduation LHS 2014 High School  6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
      Room 110  4/8/14 
         Fundraiser 
 
 Lyndhurst Pool/Sparkling Svcs. High School  6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
         4/9 & 4/15/14 
         Lifeguard Class Instruction 
 
 Roosevelt School PTA  Roosevelt School 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
      Gym   4/14 & 4/15/14 
         Assembly – “The Brain Show” 
 
 Lyndhurst High School PTSA High School  6:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
      Lawn   5/5/14 
         Clothing Drive 
 

Student Activities & Recognition Committee 
 
Any Board member who takes exception to any of the following listed actions under the category of 
Student Activities & Recognition Committee may so indicate now and a separate motion for each 
of the excepted actions will be entertained. 
 
Motion made by Sheri Jarvis second by Susan Alcuri that the following Student Activities & 
Recognition Committee actions of the Board numbered 1 through 3 exception actions be adopted. 
 
Roll Call For:  (8)  Joseph Abruscato, Susan Alcuri, Thomas DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Sheri Jarvis, 
Josephine Malaniak, Ronald Szwec and Christopher Musto. 
 
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
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1.  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve home instruction for 

 (1) one student, subject to state approval. 
 
2. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education grant permission for one (1)  

classified student to attend the BCSSD’s Gateway High School Program in Hackensack, at 
a tuition of $54,360.00, pro-rated ($302 per day), effective April 4, 2014.  Transportation has 
been arranged with South Bergen Jointure Commission. 

 
3. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education grant permission for one (1) 

classified student to attend the Children’s Therapy Center in Fair Lawn at a tuition of 
$21,945.00, effective April 7, 2014.  Transportation has been arranged through South 
Bergen Jointure Commission.  

 
 

Motion to Go Into Executive Caucus 
 

Motion by Thomas DiMascio second by Joseph Abruscato and unanimously carried, the Board 
 
went into Executive Caucus at 7:35 p.m. for the purpose of  a matter involving individual students, 
a matter involving staff members and personnel. 
 

Motion to Open Meeting To Public 
 

Motion by Christopher Musto second by Thomas DiMascio and unanimously carried, the Board 
opened the meeting to the public at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Roll Call For: 
The following Board members answered roll call: (8) Joseph Abruscato, Susan Alcuri, Thomas 
 DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Sheri Jarvis, Josephine Malaniak, Ronald Szwec and Christopher 
Musto. 

  
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
 

New Business 
 
 
Any Board member who takes exception to any of the following listed actions under the category of 
New Business Committee may so indicate now and a separate motion for each of the excepted 
actions will be entertained. 
 
Motion made by Ronald Grillo second by Thomas DiMascio that the following Student Activities & 
Recognition Committee actions of the Board numbered 1 exception actions be adopted. 
 
Roll Call For:  (8)  Joseph Abruscato, Susan Alcuri, Thomas DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Sheri Jarvis, 
Josephine Malaniak, Ronald Szwec and Christopher Musto. 
 
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
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1. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education to affirm the Superintendent’s 

decision in HIB investigation #LHS 03241401/#03251402, for the reasons set forth in the 
Superintendent’s decision to the students’ parents, and directs the Business 
Administrator/Board Secretary to transmit a copy of the Board’s decision to the affected 
students’ parents. 

 
 

Personnel Committee 
 

Any Board member who takes exception to any of the following listed actions under the category of 
Personnel Committee may so indicate now and a separate motion for each of the excepted actions 
will be entertained. 
 
Motion made by Josephine Malaniak second by Thomas DiMascio that the following Personnel 
Committee actions of the Board numbered 1 through 14 exception actions be adopted. 
 
Roll Call For:  (8)  Joseph Abruscato, Susan Alcuri, Thomas DiMascio, Ronald Grillo, Sheri Jarvis, 
Josephine Malaniak, Ronald Szwec and Christopher Musto. 
 
Absent: (1) Stephen Vendola 
 
1. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education appoint Cassandra Atkinson as Title I 
Teacher at Jefferson School , at a salary of $58,505, pro-rated (MA, Step 1), effective April 
15, 2014. 

 
2. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education appoint Denis Jelcic, as Head Boys Soccer 
Coach for the 2014-2015 school year, at a stipend of $6,438.00 (Step 1).  Employment will 
be subject to approval upon completion of criminal history background check, and subject to 
submission of all required application documents.   

 
3. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education grant Caterina Rossi, Grade 2 at Franklin 
School, a Maternity Leave of Absence under the Family Leave Act with the use of 
accumulated sick days from June 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014.  Family Leave Act 
from October 1, 2014 to October 31, 2014.  Return to work date November 3, 2014. 

 
4. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education grant Lauren Keogh, School Social Worker 
at Jefferson Community School, a Maternity Leave of Absence under the Family Leave Act 
with the use of accumulated sick days from June 7, 2014 through September 30, 2014.  
Family Leave Act from October 1, 2014 to October 31, 2014.  Return to work date 
November 3, 2014. 

 
5. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve an extension of Ellen Bender’s 
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  Maternity Leave of Absence under the Family Leave Act.  Family Leave Act from March 31, 

2014 – April 13, 2014 and the use of accumulated sick days from April 14, 2014 – May 2, 
2014.  Return to work date May 5, 2014. 

 
6. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education accept the resignation of the following with 
regret: 

 
 Susan Doherty – Classroom Aide @FCS, effective 10/15/13 
          Jay Giger - Classroom Aide @ High School, effective 3/24/14 
 Siham Ghanam – Breakfast/Lunch Aide, effective 2/3/14 
 Kristina Mondo – Sub. Classroom Aide, effective 3/21/14 
 Garen Ruzzo – Part-Time Custodian, effective 3/28/14 
 
7. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education rescind Katherine Mooney only as 
substitute classroom aide, motion #15, October 14, 2013 Board Meeting. 

  
8. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education appoint the following positions for the 2013-
2014 school year. Employment will be subject to approval upon completion of criminal 
history background check, and subject to submission of all required application documents. 

 
 Tara Bakalian   Lunch Aide @$10.00/hr. 
 Kristina Caporino   Lunch Aide @$10.00/hr.  
 Patrine Clark              Lunch Aide @$10.00/hr. 
 Rena Davis              Lunch Aide @$10.00/hr. 
 Cheryl Gash    Watchperson @9.00/hr. 
 Sandra Gonzalez   Lunch Aide @$10.00/hr. 
 Guiseppa Held             Lunch Aide @ $10.00/hr. 
 Arlene Lisiewski   Lunch Aide @$10.00/hr. 
 Katherine Mooney   Classroom Aide@FCS @$10.00/hr.eff.10/15/13 
 Diane Ribau               Classroom Aide @HS, eff. 3/28/14 @ $100./day 
 Leidy Mariano Santiago       Breakfast Aide @HS, eff. 3/20/14 @$10.00/hr. 
 Chris Todd     Substitute Lunch Aide @$9.00/hr. 
 Larissa Trelles    Substitute Lunch Aide @$9.00/hr. 
 
9. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education place the following employees on the proper 
step of the salary guide: 

 
 Gina DiMaggio      From:  BA + 30 @ $57,405   To:  MA @  $61,405 
                            Effective  February 1, 2014. 
 
10. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve the following Professional 
Development Opportunities:  
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 Sarah Smietana   4/3/14 - Geometry Teacher Roundtable 
 High School    Approx. $6.20 
 
 
 Michael Rizzo   4/3/14 – NJ Leadership Summit 
 Lincoln School   Approx. $45.50 
 

Laura Vuono 4/16 – 4/19/14 – NBEA National 
Roosevelt School  Convention 

      Approx. $1500.00 
 
 Stacy Tulloch   7/8/14 – Common Core & PARCC –  
 & Jennifer Fragale   What’s It All About? 
 Washington School   Approx. $30.00 each 
 
 Rich Tuero    2/28 – 3/1/14 – Glazier Football Clinic 
 High School    Approx. $90.24 
 
 Sean Frew &    4/3 – 4/6/14 – National Conference on  
 Melissa Manzella   Science Education (NSTA)  
 High School    Approx. $555.00 
 
 Marlene Krupp   4/3/14 – Triumph Learning 
 Supervisor    Approx. $6.20 
 
 Tracey Marinelli, P. Strumolo 4/7/14 – Technology 1:1 Initiative 
 Shauna DeMarco, J. DeCorso,  Approx. $56.66 
 Laura Vuono & Frank Venezia 
 
 Marlene Krupp   5/2/14 
 Supervisor    Northern NJ Supervisors’ Roundtable  
      Approx. $12.40 
 
 Fallon Giangeruso   5/15/14 
 Board Office    Systems 3000 Training Session 
      Approx. $47.96 
 
 Lori Drewes    7/8/14 – Common Core & PARCC – Columbus  

      What’s It All About 
      Approx. $25.00 
 
11. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education grant the following college student 
permission to complete observation in the Lyndhurst Public Schools in order to fulfill her 
course requirements:  

 
 Renada Vuono Observation – 15 hours 
 Wagner College Barbara Abruscato – Gr.4 Roosevelt  
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12. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education appoint the following as 2014 Football 
Volunteer Coaches: 

 
 Rich Gress 
 Keith Matino 
 James Walker 
 Hatem Ghandour 
 Thomas Shoebridge 
 
13. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools that the Lyndhurst Board of Education accept the volunteer services of Dr. Robert 
J. Haley, Chiropractor, to the Lyndhurst High School athletic medical staff, for the 2014-
2015  school year.    

 
14. BE IT RESOLVED, at the recommendation of Tracey L. Marinelli, Superintendent of 

Schools, that the Lyndhurst Board of Education approve the attached list of substitute 
teachers for the 2013-2014 school year.   Employment will be provisional, subject to 
authorization approval of criminal history background check, and subject to submission of all 
required application documents. 

 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 

• Congratulations Grace Tomko for being selected Student Ambassador to the Board of 
Education. 

 
• Power Hour has an enrollment of over 400 students in grades 3-8.  Thank you to the 

teachers who are engaging these students through enthusiastic learning experiences. 
 

• 7th and 8th Grade Parent Night gave parents an insight of what to expect in High School. 
 

• We are actively engaged with Strauss-Esmay in establishing a new policy manual. 
 

• Several of our administrators went to Mineola Middle School to review 1:1 I-Pad Initiative. 
 

• Several members of our staff and administrative team went to Bergenfield School to 
observe Renaissance Learning. 

 
• Thank you to Marlene Krupp and Joseph DeCorso for their leadership with DEAC and their 

diligence in collaborating with stakeholders to ensure compliance. 
 

• Thank you to Robyn Greenwald, LHS AP for overseeing and/or developing ongoing PD 
through ScIP.  Areas of focus have been on best practices as related to Danielson, Student-
Centered Learning and Assessment as well as technology. 
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• The New Jersey Department of Education approved our waiver to recalculate the district’s 

reconfiguration of Columbus School from a school serving grades K-8 to a school now 
serving grades K-3 and the reconfiguration of Franklin School from a school serving grades 
K-8 to a school now serving grades K-3. 

 
• Congratulations to all inducted into the World Language Honor Society. 

 
• Congratulations from the Lyndhurst Veterans Alliance to Band Director Nick Dellosa and the 

Lyndhurst High School Jazz Band for their performance on March 6, 2014 at the Paramus, 
NJ Veterans Home. 

 
• We would like to look into the following Co-Ops: 

North Arlington – Tennis & Golf 
Girls Lacrosse – State Waiver 
 
Survey through district website 

 
• The Lyndhurst Board of Education accepts the following donations: 

Conference table and chairs for the High School conference room from 
Mr. Richard DiLascio. 

 
Piano for Lincoln School from Mrs. Landells 

• Roosevelt and Lincoln School will be having their Science/Math Fair on May 28th and 
Jefferson School on June 3rd. 

 
• SamKeef Wax Museum was unbelievable.   Congratulations to Danielle Sammarone and 

Michele O’Keefe on a job well done. 
 
 
 
 

Assistant Superintendent Report  
 
LINCOLN SCHOOL 
 

• Pi Day activities took place on March 14th; After math related activities, our Grade 8 
fundraiser was a pie in the face (whipped cream pies in the faces of teachers and 
administrators); 

• Grade 5 took field trip to Meadowlands Environmental Center; 
• The 7th and 8th Grade Self Contained classes went on a trip to the State Theater in New 

Brunswick to view, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream; and 
• Third installment of our newsletter, “The Bear Essentials,” hit the website this month. 

 
JEFFERSON SCHOOL 
 

• Grade 5 students created their own “Wax Museum;” 
• Grade 7 students dissected frogs during Science unit; 



 

Meeting 4-14-14 

 
479 

• Students created Dr. Seuss poems for teachers and staff; 
• Homework Club off to a great start; and 
• Congratulations to Gianna Alberti (won American Legion Coloring Contest), with Honorable 

Mention going to Joseph Cubias and Jack Altieri. 
 
ROOSEVELT SCHOOL 
 

• RS (Grade 5) was selected to participate in the PARCC Field Test.  Thank you to Apex 
Computers for lab setup; 

• Student council under Mrs. Elaine Sica organized a food drive; 
• Junior National Honor Society decorated a bulletin board promoting Autism Awareness 

Month (which is April); 
• Grade 7 frog dissection was truly a hands on learning experience; and 
• Mr. Picardo’s Grade 8 classes reenacted scenes from “The Fault in Our Stars.” 

 
COLUMBUS SCHOOL 
 

• America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle, was read to the Columbus and 
Washington School Grade 3 students by two guest speakers.  One was our very own 
Theresa Lopatosky, while the other was her teammate – Lynn - from Bergen County.  Both 
participated in Ederle Swim as a kayaker and as a swimmer. They both swam and kayaked 
from the Hudson River in New York City, to Sandy Hook, New Jersey.  

 
FRANKLIN SCHOOL 
 

• All students learned about saving Planet Earth with Jack Brannigans Earth Matters Show; 
• Mrs. Fagan continues to work with students on positive self image and treating others with 

respect; and 
• Please follow FS on Twitter for daily updates and photos. 
•  

 
WASHINGTON SCHOOL 
 

• Thank you to all of our parents who provided wonderful ideas at our Principal Matters 
session.  Ideas included fully functioning library, upcoming Art show, just to name a few; 

• Thank you to Mrs. Jennifer Fragale as it pertains to a district wide fundraiser to support 
Autism Speaks (over $650 was raised); 

• Attendance continues to improve; 
• Box Top collection continues; and 
• Our social lunch group that meets two days per week continues to promote knowledge of 

conversation skills and social interaction. 
 
DISTRICT WIDE… 
 
Our Grade 7 and 8 Parent Night was a huge success thanks to Mrs. Jamie Stevens and the rest of 
our HS/LE/UE Guidance Department. 
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Non-Agenda Items 
 
Sara Miles 
Donation for Lupus 
 
Melena Giacchi 
Five Delays/Closings 
Common Core – 15 Hours Behind 
Is there a plan to catch-up?` 
Will make an appointment after tax season to meet with the Superintendent.  
 
   
Adjournment 

 
Motion by Thomas DiMascio second by Susan Alcuri and unanimously carried, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        
       David DiPisa 
       School Business Administrator 
       Board Secretary 
 


